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Research progress on human well-being and its relationship with ecosystem services
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Chinese Academy of Agriculture Sciences, Beijing 100081, China; 3.Key Laboratory for Environmental Factors Control of Agro—product
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Abstract: Continuous improvement in human well-being is a fundamental purpose of social development. However, understanding the
connotations of human well-being is not uniform, and the contribution of the eco—environment to human well-being has not received
sufficient attention. Understanding the relationship between ecosystem services and human well-being is of great significance for promoting
sustainable regional development. First, this study systematically summarizes the connotation, characteristics, and evaluation methods of
human well-being; discusses the relationship between human well-being and ecosystem services; and finally points out future research
directions. It was noted that: human well-being has multidimensional, regional, and scale effects; human well-being measurements should
combine the subjective and objective indicators; and farmers’ livelihood provides a new perspective to analyze the relationship between
ecosystem services and human well-being. Finally, future research directions are prospected, including integrating multidisciplinary
knowledge and methods, standardizing the human well-being evaluation system at different scales, deeply analyzing the coupling
mechanism between ecosystem services and human well-being, and integrating human well-being into ecological management and
decision—making.
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Figure 1 The connotation of human well-being
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Table 1 The main dimensions of human well-being
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Figure 2 Spatial coupling model of ecosystem services and human well-being
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