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Current situation and improvement framework of rural living environment in poverty—free areas: A county

study from Chongqing City, China

WANG Yongsheng', SHI Linna', ZHU Lin’

(1. Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China; 2. College of State Governance,
Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: To explore the path of rural living environment improvement in poverty—free areas after poverty alleviation, the framework of
rural living environment improvement was discussed based on a summary of the national rural living environment improvement policies and
a questionnaire inquiry of rural living environment improvement status in a typical area. Our results showed that rural living environment
improvement was emphasized in the No. 1 central document from the perspectives of infrastructure construction, rural environment
improvement, and rural living environment improvement. In the studied county, the proportion of villages with no recycling mulch and shed
plastic film was 29.33% and 22.51%, respectively. Straw and excrements of livestock had a high degree of resource utilization.
Popularization rate of village infrastructure, such as public toilet and sewage disposal, was still low. Vacancy and collapse rate of rural
housing were 21.93% and 13.28%, respectively. Bankrupt planting and breeding workshops had a high discard rate. Popularization of
household’s sanitary toilet was only 57.44%. A combination of “top—down” approach from the government and “bottom—up” approach from
social organizations and households should be promoted to achieve an effective connection between rural revitalization and targeted poverty
alleviation. In addition, households’ sanitary facility, transforming social traditions, and environmental awareness should be reinforced in
the future.
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