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Distribution and Ecological Risk Assessment of Heavy Metals in Agricultural Soils Surrounding a Contingency
Water Source, Beijing

TANG Lei'?, ZHANG Hui-chang?®, JT Hong-bing'*, FENG Jin—guo? YAO Jun', YAN Guang—xin®

(1.Civil & Environment Engineering School, University of Science & Technology Beijing, Beijing 100083, China; 2.Beijing Geo—engineering
Design & Research Institute, Beijing 101500, China; 3.Beijing Municipal Bureau of Land and Resources; 4.State Key Laboratory of Environ—
ment Geochemistry, Institute of Geochemistry, Chinese Academy of Science, Guiyang 550002,China )

Abstract : Heavy metals in soils surrounding water source area pose direct risks to the water safety. Here the spatial distribution and sources
of heavy metals in agricultural soils around a contingency water source of Pinggu, Beijing, were elucidated by ArcGIS and multivariate anal—
ysis. The ecological risk assessment of soil heavy metals was also performed using potential ecological risk index(RI). The mean concentra—
tions of heavy metals in soils were in order of [Mn]>[Pb]>[Cr]>[As]>[Hg]>[Cd], all exceeding the soil background values of Beijing. The soils
were seriously polluted by Ph, Cd and As, with the mean concentrations of 96.78, 0.25 and 28.40 mg- kg™, respectively. These metals mainly
came from the human activities via mineral exploitation and transportation. The concentrations of Mn, Cr and Hg were slightly higher than
the soil background values. Manganese and Cr were derived from the natural sources by weathering of rock and soil parent materials, and Hg
from both human activities and natural sources. The potential ecological risk factor(E; ) for heavy metals decreased in order of [Cd] > [Hg] >
[As] > [Pb] > [Cr] > [Mn]. The total potential ecological risk index of heavy metals in soils was 169.29, belonging to moderate potential eco—
logical risk. There was higher potential ecological risk in the southeast than in the northwest areas. These results indicate that soils around
the contingency water source of Pinggu, Beijing, is threatened deeply by heavy metals and that more attention should be paid to the potential
ecological risk assessment.

Keywords: gold mine; soil heavy metal ; sources ; potential ecological risk
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Figure 1 Map of studied area and sampling points
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Table 2 Content of heavy metals in soils of studied area(n=25)

E4EICE Ph/mg kg™ Mn/mg-kg™ Cr/mg-kg™ Cd/mg kg™ As/mg-kg™! He/pg kg™
e/ ME 18.20 451.00 40.10 0.13 8.24 8.00
oIl 663.00 861.00 70.60 0.97 152.00 63.00
SEEE 96.78 693.16 54.68 0.25 28.40 31.56
bR 144.33 95.71 7.98 0.18 35.45 14.10

bR 3.90 2.59 0.22 0.01 0.96 0.38
AR R 1.49 0.14 0.15 0.72 1.25 0.45
JbE T e 24.60 571.00 29.80 0.12 7.09 30.00
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Figure 2 Spatial distribution of heavy metals in studied area
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Table 3 Correlation coefficients between heavy metals
in soils(n=25)

R Pb Mn Cr Cd As Hg
Pb 1
Mn 0.387 1

Cr 0.142  0.489* 1

Cd 0.976**  0.374 0.121 1

As 0.975%%  0.341 0.094
Hg 0.563*  0.471*  0.139

0.965%* 1
0.603**  0.578%* 1

1 #P<0.05,*%P<0.01 ,
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Table 4 Results of PCA of heavy metal concentrations
in soils(n=25)

F 5 f%ﬁ%ﬁ( . meE B
FREE siikE% BRI % pCl  PC2
1 3654  60.902 60.902 Pb 0952 -0.208
2 1295 21579 82.481 Mn 0575 0.651
30619 10311 92.792 Cr 0273 0.840
4 0380 6.329 99.122 Cd 0954 -0224
5 0034 0.564 99,685 As 0941 -0.260
6 0019 0315 100 Hg 0740 0.072
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Figure 3 PCA loading 2-D plot for 6 heavy metals in soils
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Figure 4 Dendogram obtained by hierarchical clustering method

for soil heavy metal content
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Figure 5 Distribution of ecological risks of heavy metals in

agricultural soils in studied area
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